
   

 

 

 

 

  
Great Lakes Environmental Summit 

Northeast-Midwest Institute 
Great Lakes Washington Program 

Wednesday, February 7, 2024, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm Eastern Time 
All Times Eastern 

Zoom 
 
 

 
10:00 am (ET) Welcome and Introduction   

Dr. Michael J. Goff, President and CEO, NEMWI  

 
10:05 am A Word From Our Sponsor 

Michael Reuter, Midwest Division Director, The Nature Conservancy 
 
10:15 am Congressional Great Lakes Task Force 

Congressman Bill Huizenga, GLTF Co-Chair (on video) 
 
10:30 am Legislative Opportunities for the Great Lakes in the 118th Congress, 2nd Session 

 

• Appropriations Update 
Alex Eastman, Great Lakes Program Manager, NEMWI 

• House Committee on Science, Space, and Technology Subcommittee on Environment 
Daniel Dziadon, Staff Director, Majority 

• House Committee on Natural Resources Subcommittee on Water, Wildlife, and Fisheries 
Annick Miller, Staff Director, Majority 

• House Committee on Agriculture 
John Busovsky, Professional Staff, Majority 

• Senate Committee on Agriculture 
Callie Eideberg, Senior Professional Staff, Majority 

 
11:30 am Congressional Great Lakes Task Force 

Congresswoman Debbie Dingell, GLTF Co-Chair 
 



   

 

 

 

 

11:45 am Break 

 
12:10 pm A Word From Our Co-Sponsor 

Erika Jensen, Executive Director, Great Lakes Commission 
 
12:15 pm Federal Conservation Programs Update – Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Matt Otto, USDA-NRCS GLRI Coordinator 

 
12:30 pm Great Lake Restoration Initiative (GLRI) Update 

Todd Nettesheim, Deputy Director, Great Lakes National Program Office 

 
12:45 pm Congressional Great Lakes Task Force 

Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur, GLTF Co-Chair  
Congressman Mike Gallagher, GLTF member (on video) 

 
1:15 pm Break 
 
1:25 pm A Word From Our Co-Sponsor 

Cam Davis, Vice President, GEI Consultants 
 
1:30 pm  Great Lakes Regional Priorities Discussion and Overview (Breakout rooms) 
 

• 2024 Farm Bill/ Healthy Farms, Healthy Watersheds Act 
Alex Eastman, Great Lakes Program Manager, NEMWI 

• FY 2025 Appropriations 
Eric Brown, Senior Adviser for External Relations, GLC 

• HABHRCA 
Jennifer Day, Director of Communications, NOAA Great Lakes Environmental Research Laboratory 

• Mapping the Great Lakes Act 
Tim Kearns, Chief Information Officer, Great Lakes Observing System  

• WRDA 
Ellicia Sanchez, Illinois Associate Policy Director, TNC 

 
1:45 pm Great Lakes Regional Priorities Discussion and Overview (large-group discussion) 
 
2:00 pm Adjourn  
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