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Nutrient Sources 

• Comprehensive analysis of possible sources 

– Majority of the load is delivered in the spring 

– Point sources have remained relatively constant, 
not a driver of blooms 

– Agriculture is the prevailing source 

– Management of land application of fertilizer is key 
(how it is applied: timing and placement) 

– Exacerbated by changing weather patterns, more 
frequent, intense rain events 

• Affirmed by numerous studies, models 

 







What’s Needed 

• Agricultural practices 
– Subsurface placement 

– Soil test informed application rates 

– Erosion control and water management 

• Remove barriers for practice adoption, real 
and perceived 

• Research and monitoring 

• Framework for accountability; tie funding to 
data 



“They’ll walk on 
their fins and get 
woefully weary in 
search of some 
water that isn’t so 
smeary. I hear things 
are just as bad up in 
Lake Erie.” 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:The_Lorax.jpg 



“I do agree with you that my 1971 
statement in The Lorax about the 
condition of Lake Erie needs a bit of 
revision. 
 
“I should no longer be saying bad things 
about a body of water that is now, due to 
great civic and scientific effort, the happy 
home of smiling fish.” 
 

Theodor S. Geisel  
Dr. Seuss 
January, 27, 1986 






