
The Great Lakes Task Forces have been active since the beginning of the 114th 

Congress. Efforts have included election of two new co-chairs; letters sup-

porting Great Lakes priorities; introduction of Great Lakes-relevant legislation; 

and presence at early-February events, like the Northeast-Midwest Regional 

Reception and the Great Lakes Summit.  

Following the retirements of 

two Great Lakes Task Force 

co-chairs, Sen. Carl Levin (MI) 

and Rep. John Dingell (MI-

12), the Great Lakes Task 

Forces have elected new 

leadership.  

In the Senate, Sen. Debbie 

Stabenow (MI) will take over 

as the Democratic co-chair, 

joining Sen. Mark Kirk (IL), the 

continuing Republican co-

chair. Sen. Stabenow has led 

on efforts, including the Farm 

Bill and related conservation 

programs, the Great Lakes 

Restoration Initiative, and 

Asian carp and other invasive 

species.  

On the House side, Rep. Mar-

cy Kaptur (OH-09) announced 

her assumption of the co-

chair position at the NEMWI’s 

Great Lakes Environmental 

Summit. A leader on Asian 

carp and harmful algal bloom 

issues, Rep. Kaptur brings 

leadership on the appropria-

tions committee, where she 

serves as the lead Democrat 

on the Energy and Water 

Subcommittee with jurisdic-

tion over funding for the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers. 

Sen. Stabenow and Rep. Kap-

tur join a long line of over 20 

years of Great Lakes Task 

Force leadership. 

Great Lakes Bipartisan Efforts 

Continue in the 114th Congress 
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Asian Carp 2014 

and 2015: Great 

Lakes and Beyond 

Tuesday, Feb. 24 

10-11:00 AM 

Longworth House 

Office Building, 

Room 1310 

 

Federal Support for 

Effective Practices 

at Every Stage of 

the Business Life 

Cycle 

Wednesday, Feb. 25 

10:30am-12:00pm 

Capitol Visitor 

Center, SVC 215 

 

Great Lakes Con-

gressional Breakfast 

Thursday, Feb. 26 

8:15-9:45 AM 

Senate Hart Office 

Building, Room 902 
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“The GLNS is the 

backbone of our 

nation’s manufacturing, 

industrial, building, and 

agricultural 

economies .” 

 

“… a backlog of unmet 

navigation system 

maintenance remains 

across the Great 

Lakes.” 

Harmful Algal Bloom 

near Toledo, Ohio,  

August, 2014. Photo 

courtesy of NOAA 

Great Lakes Navigation System Letter 

Legislative Updates 
Great Lakes Restoration 

Initiative Act (H.R. 223): Co

-sponsors include Great 

Lakes Task Force Members 

Reps. David (OH-14) and 

Sander Levin (MI-09), and 

Co-Chairs Reps. Louise 

Slaughter (NY-25), Marcy 

Kaptur (OH-09), and Can-

dice Miller (MI-10).  

Authorizes the GLRI pro-

gram at $300 m through 

FY2020.  

 

 

 

 

Drinking Water Protection 

Act (H.R. 212): Co-sponsors 

include Rep. Bob Latta (OH-

05), Great Lakes Task Force 

Co-Chairs Reps. Candice 

Miller (MI-10) and Marcy 

Kaptur (OH-09), and Mem-

ber Rep. Mike Quigley (IL-

05). Requires a strategic 

plan within 90 days to ad-

dress human health risks, 

including recommendations 

on monitoring and treating 

algal toxins. Additionally, 

the bill requires a GAO re-

port on federal spending on 

public health efforts. 

 

Vessel Incidental Discharge 

Act (S. 373): Sets a national 

standard for ballast water 

management and discharge 

under the U.S. Coast Guard 

with consultation with the 

EPA. Similar to last year’s 

bill, it removes regulation 

of ballast water from under 

the Clean Water Act, and 

implements a permanent 

exemption for small vessels 

from discharge regulation. 

There are not currently any 

Great Lakes members 

among the bill’s sponsors. 

Stabenow (MI), the letters 

requested additional sup-

port from the Work Plan 

funding for maintenance 

and dredging of the feder-

ally-authorizes ports, har-

bors, and channels within 

the Great Lakes. The House 

letter also requested addi-

tional support for the Great 

Lakes Fishery and Ecosys-

tem Restoration program. 

Eleven Senators and 22 

Representatives signed the 

letters, respectively. 

Overall, including FY2015 

Congressional Appropria-

tions and Work Plan fund-

ing, the Great Lakes Naviga-

tion System received 

$111.9 m, or about 12.2% 

of total funding from the 

Harbor Maintenance Trust 

Fund.  

Great Lakes Congressional 

members, led by the Great 

Lakes Task Force co-chairs, 

signed letters to Assistant 

Secretary of the Army, Jo-

Ellen Darcy, requesting ad-

ditional support for main-

taining the Great Lakes 

Navigation System in 

FY2015. Led in the House 

by Reps. Candice Miller (MI

-10), Louise Slaughter (NY-

25), and Sean Duffy (WI-07) 

and in the Senate by Sens. 

Mark Kirk (IL) and Debbie 

G R E A T  L A K E S  H I L L  H A P P E N I N G S  

https://www.congress.gov/114/bills/hr223/BILLS-114hr223ih.xml
https://www.congress.gov/114/bills/hr212/BILLS-114hr212ih.xml
http://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/?a=Files.Serve&File_id=537e7335-cf8b-447d-8b60-9e33ada44d1f
http://www.nemw.org/images/issues/GLTF/HouseLetters/2015-02-09_GLNSGLFER_2015_Letter_Signed.pdf
http://www.nemw.org/images/issues/GLTF/SenateLetters/2015-02-09_SGLTFLetter_USACEWorkPlan_Jan15.pdf


President’s FY2016 Budget 
comparing to previous years on its website here.   

The Great Lakes Washington Program tracks addi-

tional Great Lakes programs, with numbers avail-

able here. Notably, the GLRI program request was 

cut to $250 m, down from the previous five-year 

level of around $300 m per year (excepting 

The President released 

his budget on Monday, 

Feb. 2, 2015. The NEMWI 

tracks over 60 priority 

programs for the region, 

updating numbers and 

FY2013’s sequestration). 

The Great Lakes Science 

Center (US Geological 

Survey) saw a slight up-

tick in funding for fishery 

research. Additional 

funding requests and 

impacts will be posted. 

BRIEFING RECAP: LNG in Great Lakes Transportation 

P A G E  3  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 5  

On Tuesday, January 13, 
2015, the NEMWI hosted a 
Capitol Hill briefing entitled, 
"Liquid Natural Gas (LNG) in 
Great Lakes Transportation." 
Featuring speakers from the 
Great Lakes Maritime Re-
search Institute, America's 
Natural Gas Alliance (ANGA), 
the University of Delaware, 
and the Rochester Institute 

of Technology, the briefing focused on the poten-
tial shift of the maritime transportation industry 
to natural gas to reduce air emissions while main-
taining reliability. Dr. Stewart highlighted the 
many questions the GLMRI research addressed, 
including environmental emissions impacts, sup-
ply chain needs, safety regulations, and costs of 
the system. Both he and Amy Ferrell of ANGA de-
scribed the need for multiple modes of transpor-
tation to convert to natural gas in order to pro-
vide the demand necessary to support infrastruc-
ture changes to supply the natural gas to the us-
ers. ANGA provided background on their collabo-
rative research efforts in addition to their own 
study on opportunities for use of natural gas in 
maritime and rail transportation. Drs. Winebrake 
and Corbett, of the University of Delaware and 
Rochester Institute of Technology, respectively, 

were on hand to answer 
questions regarding their 
emissions studies, which re-
vealed conversion to natural 
gas from diesel and other 
fuels leads to lower levels of 
emissions when considering 
the full production and use 
cycle. 

 The presentations made 
during the briefing can be 
found here.  

-25), a letter supporting $300 

million for the Great Lakes 

Restoration Initiative in 

FY2016 is currently circulating. 

This request would maintain 

current funding for the GLRI 

program, and be an increase 

of $50 million above the Presi-

dent’s request. The letter will 

be open through the Great 

Lakes Day event.  

The Great Lakes Task Forces 

will again circulate letters of 

support for Great Lakes pro-

grams. These letters, signed 

by fellow members of Con-

gress, are sent to the Appro-

priations Committee Leader-

ship to signify Congressional 

support. Led by Rep. Sander 

Levin (MI-09), David Joyce (OH

-14), and Louise Slaughter (NY

Check back in 

the NEMWI 

Weekly Update 

and future Hill 

Happenings for 

notices on  

other appropri-

ations letters  

circulating. 

FY2016 Appropriations 

US Geological Survey R/V Sturgeon in 

port at Navy Pier, Chicago, Illinois. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y_o5twnAtHTGjT00GkZTAq6J2wf2G4Nh234TE1R3kqzHs0wbBwe86wlHsn1cbz_GEeBQARPyhPoRRvM6evJDpuSPvetd5YacHEL9N-ohF3uI4QkdT-K_fPX9UmDYqAezqn5xtsB9ymZ74mbaklfcP0Rph1xZjk_v_jqgtXZP7fno4gUTP55KDtpoRJEbCkfDSLkcWv_-UmvvN7vl1BraoFD9rg-u8IzB8FLV
http://www.nemw.org/index.php/tracking-federal-funds
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_NpLyKxLry1eW0d83pqUe8oKFx-rjbEpethB2nwPPTTbdRhGvcJm8YyshrYAco8AnN0YLSyi_fDmpdylkn5-k37YL57JQ8EiNKGnpSCR9s4wg7rAGekxGRdLMHiUIaHafsibcp86NUFpPBFr9hW5Uysyh4wBj-WHhYcw_ljTGjLY7xB9dLuB9AzUEd3fGE_1WOD-cEmGe1r9woGQzzE-kAU0yfCkTHq8bkJL
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_NpLyKxLry1eW0d83pqUe8oKFx-rjbEpethB2nwPPTTbdRhGvcJm8YyshrYAco8AwgpJIp1sGZN7T5v2nxs-sMiNp_ZfW2S6z9sUkrGD58UfT4KI51SZkkVNDJF4odYOnVyuOUxSxMgSn65OtyyyFgPtXTRbi0G6C63zZe2khQuVZM4SJLYz3AwvVa9S78GUkHcABIGWjcMc9RkUU3ELlnS9XhIvoTVX_DN-
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_NpLyKxLry1eW0d83pqUe8oKFx-rjbEpethB2nwPPTTbdRhGvcJm8YyshrYAco8AQH_HRClroXwkDeQL5Mo2YXARso9ng8lTRup7BMqydsVEmNkualxcGbWNiS8vLhbTZmXmTTuW4ovH_0dgP52UuxvNBelVWzyiHWP_Vej7ExqgsYED6oaVFkUBSPNQMdr4cQ5zmv1tVxKz4eYpaSaLgmaHLLbREtf4JaUz


The Great Lakes Delegation, and its high level of bipartisanship, was recently 

featured in the The Hill. As noted in the article, “… when it comes to pro-

tecting the world's largest surface freshwater system — our Great Lakes — 

bipartisan support not only makes sense, but also seems to be mobilizing. ” 

The Great Lakes Congressional Delegation, led by the Great Lakes Task Force 

Co-Chairs and Members, has produced multiple pieces of bipartisan legisla-

tion and funding decisions, including the GLRI Program, the Great Lakes Nav-

igation System, the Sleeping Bear Dunes Wilderness Act, and public drinking 

water protections. 

Danielle Chesky 

Director, Great Lakes Washington Program 

dchesky@nemw.org 

202.464.4012 

The Great Lakes Washington Program 

advances Great Lakes Protection and 

Restoration objectives by creating a 

strong interface between activities of 

Great Lakes leadership in the region and 

federal leaders in Washington – particu-

larly Great Lakes Congressional delega-

tion members. 

Great Lakes Note 

Strengthening the Region that Sustains the Nation  

http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/energy-environment/230926-bipartisan-great-lakes-legislation-deserves-attention

