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 95% of our nation’s fresh surface water 

 Drinking water for 48 million people 

 31% of the U.S. population and 62% of Canada’s population 

 42% of U.S. manufacturing employment and 35% of 
manufacturing output 

 $5.8 trillion regional economy (U.S. and Canada); third 
largest after the U.S. and China 

 51 million jobs and 30% of U.S.-Canadian economic activity 

 1.5 million jobs directly connected to the Great Lakes, $62 
billion in wages 

 Longest deep-draft navigation system in the world 
generating 225,000 jobs and $33 billion in business revenue 

 $52 billion from fishing, hunting and boating – nearly 1/3 of 
registered boats in the U.S. 

 

An Economic Engine for Our Nation 



 

We are water rich in an increasingly 
water scarce world!  

• Agriculture (irrigation, livestock) 
• Drinking water  
• Tourism, Boating and Recreation 
• Shipping 
• Hydropower 
• Industrial uses and cooling 

“Blue Water” Economy 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.greatlakesboathaulers.com/images/boat1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.greatlakesboathaulers.com/&h=217&w=272&sz=8&tbnid=efsgXVKPnRWXPM::&tbnh=90&tbnw=113&prev=/images%3Fq%3DGreat%2BLakes%2Bboat%2Bphotos&hl=en&usg=__Ka5JktlBVvkZh35Dy1lOf38okGg=&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=2&ct=image&cd=1
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 Over $50 billion in long-term benefits 

 Ocean and Great Lakes economy is 
growing three times faster than the 
U.S. economy 

 Improving water quality, restoring 
degraded shorelines is facilitating 
waterfront development 

 Increased property values 

 Leverages private sector investment 

 Positive return on investment 

 

Economic Benefits from 
Restoring the Great Lakes 



Coastal restoration on Muskegon Lake in Muskegon, 
Michigan will generate $66 million in economic 
benefits over 10 years, attract 65,000 new visitors 
annually and raise property values by $12 million. It 
provides a 6-to-1 return on the investment. 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=467571&id=1799642134


Cleaning up contaminated sediments in the Ashtablula River in Ohio 
deepened the river and allowed for the return of normal commercial 
navigation and recreational boating. This will generate long-term economic 
benefits by ensuring the future viability of the Port of Ashtabula, which 
ranks among the top 10 busiest ports in the Great Lakes.  
 



in New York, improved 
water quality in the 
Buffalo River has set the 
stage for new economic 
opportunities, including 
an $80 million waterfront 
development project.  



Cleaning up the Kinnickinnic River south of 
downtown Milwaukee brought back boaters, 

revitalized existing businesses and 
stimulated new development.  



More than $1.5 billion in public and private investment has transformed 
the Detroit Riverfront, creating a mile of improved shoreline with green 
landscapes, playgrounds, music venues, and other amenities. More 
three million people visit the riverfront annually generating nearly $48 
million annually and supporting 1,300 ongoing jobs. The revitalized 
Riverfront is driving future investment expected to reach as much as 
$950 million.  



In Port Huron, Michigan, a public-private partnership leveraged 
more than $6 million to create the Blue Water River Walk along a 
mile of formerly industrial shoreline on the St. Clair River. When 
completed, it will restore habitat and provide a variety of 
amenities that will enhance the area’s economic prosperity. 



Contaminated sediments in the River Raisin in Monroe, Michigan, have been 
cleaned up and eight dams have been removed or bypassed to restore fish 
habitat and boat access from Lake Erie to Dundee. This is supporting 
additional revitalization efforts centered on the new River Raisin National 
Battlefield Park. 
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