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As we reflect on where Tennessee has
come from and where we are headed,
we can say with certainty that our
State 1is stronger because of Ron
Ramsey’s leadership. I count it a privi-
lege to call him my friend.

I wish him, his wife Sindy, and his
beautiful family all the best in this
next chapter of their lives.

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, as we
come toward the end of our hour re-
membering and celebrating the women
who have come before us and who serve
today, trying their hardest to create
more opportunities going forward, I
would like to mention eight young la-
dies from the First Congressional Dis-
trict of New York who I was proud to
nominate to service academies this
year:

Taya Coniglio, Skylar Grathwohl,
and Gabriella Franco were nominated
to the U.S. Naval Academy.

Ally McFayden and Dana Fasano
were nominated to the U.S. Merchant
Marine Academy.

Chelsea Chamberlin, Isabella Cortes,
and Emma Fasolino were nominated to
the U.S. Military Academy.

These eight young ladies have
stepped up wanting to raise their hand
to defend our country. Going off to a
service academy comes with an obliga-
tion to wear that uniform and serve on
Active Duty afterwards.

For anyone who signs up post-9/11,
you understand what it is that you are
signing up for. To just think that these
young ladies were 2, 3 years old on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, all that they know is
the post-9/11 America and world. Yet,
they are signing up to want to serve
our country as officers.

There are over 2 million women vet-
erans. So as we consider legislation in
this House, I cosponsored H.R. 1356, the
Women Veterans Access to Quality
Care Act, which assists our women vet-
erans.

While we try to provide more access
to health care for our women veterans,
there are many opportunities available
to us that still have not yet been
achieved and pursued to victory.

Women make up 15 percent of the
U.S. military’s Active-Duty personnel
and 18 percent of the National Guard
and Reserve forces.

H.R. 1356 will improve VA facilities
for women veterans, hold VA medical
facility directors accountable for per-
formance measures, ensure the avail-
ability of OB/GYN services in VA med-
ical centers, and calls for a GAO study
on the VA’s ability to meet the needs
of women veterans.

Whether it is the eight young ladies
I mentioned who wanted to go to U.S.
service academies or those who are cur-
rently, as we stand here, over in harm’s
way in the Middle East and elsewhere,
away from their families and who have
sons and daughters here at home—and
they may not just be on their first de-
ployment. They may be on their fourth
or fifth or sixth deployment.

When they come home, whether they
come home in one piece, whether they
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come home with the physical or mental
wounds of war, whether they need as-
sistance pursuing educational or voca-
tional opportunities, I want to thank
our women veterans for their service to
our Nation.

We honor all women during this
hour, but I wanted to close by paying
an extra special tribute and thank you
to our women veterans and, once again,
to all of the women in my life.

I yield back the balance of my time.

———
WORLD WATER DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GRAVES of Louisiana). Under the
Speaker’s announced policy of January
6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 30
minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I want to
welcome the Congressman and doctor,
DAN BENISHEK, from Michigan’s First
District, which encompasses Marquette
and Mackinac Island and Traverse
City, to name a few famous towns and
island. I welcome him to participate
this evening as well as our other col-
leagues from the Great Lakes.

I rise tonight to mark the occasion of
World Water Day. As such, I would like
to discuss the Great Lakes, an Amer-
ican freshwater treasure, irreplaceable
on our globe. Actually, it is the largest
source of freshwater in the United
States and represents about 20 percent
of the world’s freshwater supply.

The district that I represent, which
is a little south of Michigan, down in
Ohio, sits nestled across Lake Erie’s
entire south coast, extending from
Cleveland all the way west to Toledo
and encompasses all of Ohio’s ports but
for one.

There should be a sign, actually, on
the Ohio Turnpike nearby that marks
our shoreline as the step-off point,
since Liake Erie is the most southern of
all the lakes, as the largest body of
freshwater on the face of the Earth.

I see our dear colleague, the co-chair
of the Great Lakes Task Force with
me, Congressman MIKE KELLY of Erie,
Pennsylvania, who has joined us. It is
also a great port city, nestled along
these Great Lakes.

Let me begin by saying, since the
passage of the Clean Water Act in 1972,
Lake Erie itself has been on a path to
recovery. It got very sick back in the
20th century.

Point sources of pollution, such as
inadequate wastewater treatment fa-
cilities and infrastructure and indus-
trial outfalls have been slowly coming.
Since back then and the passage of the
Clean Water Act and the establishment
of BEarth Day, they have been coming
into EPA compliance.

One needs no further proof in track-
ing the rebirth of America’s symbol,
the bald eagle, than to really track
Lake Erie’s health. Lake Erie is the
shallowest of the lakes; and, therefore,
it is kind of the canary in the coal
mine. What happens there will happen
in the other lakes subsequently.
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The bald eagle had actually become
an endangered species by the time of
the 1970s, and only two eagles were left
on our great lake, Lake Erie. There
were no eaglets being born.

Due to the Clean Water Act’s passage
and literally the banning of DDT and
the repair of many of the industrial
outfalls, which we are still working on,
and the combined sewer overflows,
what happened, as we moved into the
21st century, was human progress.

Today hundreds of baby eaglets are
being born across Lake Erie, and they
are flying other places around the
country. Amazingly, the bald eagle has
been taken off the endangered species
list. So progress is possible. Humans
can really repair the environment if
they are dedicated to us.

For those of us who live in Lake
Erie’s western basin, which is the far
western part of the State, the health of
our lake is a living reality and access
to freshwater has become the back-
ground noise of our daily lives, becom-
ing more pronounced when tragedy
strikes, as it did most recently in
Flint, Michigan, and Sebring, Ohio,
with lead in freshwater.
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Our region works and plays with a
new normal that includes very frequent
water quality reports now, updates on
beach postings—whether you can swim
or not—water utility fee increases, and
a general concern about a troubling set
of scientific questions that still go un-
answered.

Unfortunately, this administration
has not recognized these concerns and
seeks to cut Federal support to Great
Lakes States by $148 million for next
year. Some would call that an
oxymoron; it makes no sense in view of
what is happening across our region,
but it is happening.

This evening—and I am going to
yield to my colleagues before I get into
these topics—I would like to address
the water infrastructure needs of the
Great Lakes, harmful algal blooms,
which literally shut down the city of
Toledo’s water system a year-and-a-
half ago, denying fresh water for 3 days
to citizens, to businesses, and to insti-
tutions in that region because of some-
thing called microcystin, which is the
toxic part of certain types of algal
blooms which we are trying to address.
So harmful algal blooms will be one of
my topics.

Another topic will be the Great
Lakes Restoration Initiative, which is
so important to all of us in helping to
improve our Great Lakes.

Stopping the Asian carp is another
topic.

The next topic will be the Great
Lakes navigation system itself, an an-
tiquated system that has to be updated
for this 21st century.

Finally, I will discuss the harbor
maintenance fund. These are all major
issues across the Great Lakes region,
which we would like to place on the
RECORD this evening.
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I would like to ask my colleagues to
join me. Congressman BENISHEK, I
thank you again so very much for
being a leader for the Great Lakes and
for coming down this evening.

I now yield to the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. BENISHEK).

Mr. BENISHEK. I thank Ms. KAPTUR
very much for setting up this time for
us to come together on the floor to
talk about the importance of the Great
Lakes. I also thank Mr. KELLY for
being here as well.

It is nice to know there are some
issues that are truly bipartisan. I be-
lieve that protecting our Great Lakes
is really one of those.

The Great Lakes are a vital part of
our life in Michigan, particularly my
district. I have more Great Lakes
frontage than any other district in the
country. I have three Great Lakes in
my district with over 1,500 miles of
frontage on three of the Great Lakes.
We have more shoreline than any dis-
trict in the country other than the
State of Alaska, but that is all salt-
water up there.

I do not think there is a person in my
district who does not consider the
lakes a vital part of their lives, wheth-
er it is fishing or swimming or sailing
or kayaking or just plain sitting by the
water. We love our lakes. It is a pure
Michigan experience. I encourage you
all to visit.

Since coming to Congress, one of my
top priorities has been working to keep
the Great Lakes clean so that future
generations may also enjoy them. I
want my grandkids and their kids to
experience the joy of their first local
fishing derby on a summer day or going
ice fishing with their buddies in the
winter. The joys of living on or near
the Great Lakes inspire us all to en-
sure that they stay clean for future
generations.

However, we treasure our Great
Lakes not only for their beauty and
recreation they provide, but the incred-
ible value they provide to our econ-
omy. In Michigan alone, outdoor recre-
ation generates $18.7 billion in con-
sumer spending and supports nearly
200,000 jobs.

Protecting the Great Lakes requires
action on many fronts, which only
makes sense. As Ms. KAPTUR said,
these five Great Lakes represent more
than 20 percent of all the fresh water in
the world. That is why I have worked
along with so many other of my mid-
western colleagues to provide adequate
funding for the Great Lakes Restora-
tion Initiative, something the Presi-
dent always seems to cut back on in
his budget.

This bipartisan effort, which must be
renewed every year to guarantee that
this important program continues,
gives local communities across the
Great Lakes the ability to clean up
local beaches, preserve natural wildlife
habitats, and to restore local water-
sheds, among many other useful prod-
ucts for the Great Lakes.

In my district alone, GLRI funds sup-
port projects like the Grand Traverse
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Bay Watershed Protection Project and
the Beaver Island Archipelago Invasive
Species Initiative. These programs help
protect the Great Lakes while at the
same time providing a boost to the
local economy.

The Soo Locks also have a major im-
pact on our economy. Maintaining the
integrity of the current lock system
and ensuring the construction of a sec-
ond lock is vital for both our national
economy and our national security.
Some people do not even realize that
these locks exist. They are basically
the Panama Canal of America. Much of
the iron ore that is made into steel,
which a lot of the industry in America
depends on, passes through this lock. It
would cause a major crisis if it should
fail.

I am proud to have led a trip with
other Members of Congress to the Soo
Locks last summer to raise the impor-
tance about the importance of these
locks. While we have secured funding
for a new Economic Reevaluation Re-
port from the Corps of Engineers, we
must continue to raise awareness
about the importance of this project
while we await the publication of this
report.

Another issue that concerns all of us
in the Great Lakes region is the threat
of invasive species. From sea lampreys
to quagga mussels that are already
present in the Great Lakes, to the
Asian carp which we are currently try-
ing to prevent from gaining access,
invasive species present a constant
threat to this precious resource.

I have worked closely with the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. THOMPSON)
to reorganize the Congressional
Invasive Species Caucus, and we are
working to make invasive species a pri-
ority in this Congress.

While I will be leaving Congress at
the end of this term, it is my hope that
we can continue to work together this
year in a bipartisan and constructive
manner to protect the Great Lakes. I
am willing to partner with anyone who
is willing to do that. I thank Ms. KAP-
TUR for doing this Special Order hour.

Ms. KAPTUR. I thank Congressman
BENISHEK very, very much. I thank him
for his leadership on Great Lakes
issues. That is a vast district that he
represents and one that is vital to our
country. I thank him for participating
this evening.

Before I yield to Congressman MIKE
KELLY of the Third District of Pennsyl-
vania, I just want to say that the re-
gion that we are talking about, the
Great Lakes, actually, if it were a
country on its own, would be the third
largest economy in the world. We are
talking about a vast and important
part of our Nation with more fresh
water than any other part of the con-
tinent.

The Great Lakes navigation system,
including the Soo Locks that Congress-
man BENISHEK referenced, encompasses
this vast region, and the Seaway that
is a part of this that was actually built
by President Eisenhower—it was built
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back in the 1950s—constitutes through
the locks the shortest distance between
the heartland of America and the ports
of northern Europe and many other
global destinations.

Most people have never been through
the Soo Locks because we tend to move
commerce through the locks. We have
some tourism, obviously, but it really
is a busy industrial corridor and has
the lowest cost transportation. Water-
borne transportation is the lowest cost
mode of transportation. So you have
the big containers and so forth that
move through the Seaway, and then we
have the interlake trade, which is
heavily industrial, as Congressman
BENISHEK referenced.

In recent years, the number of pas-
sages through the locks that go all the
way from Duluth all the way out
through Massena, New York, going
throughout these Great Lakes, this
whole system has averaged about 10,000
vessels per year. That is down a bit
from prior years because what has hap-
pened is the vessels got larger and they
could carry more freight. But the sys-
tem exists. It operates every day.

The ports and channels of the Great
Lakes-Saint Lawrence Seaway System
support over 226,000 jobs in both the
United States and Canada because the
Seaway is operated by both countries,
and it brings a total of $33.5 billion in
business revenue to the United States
and Canada annually. For Ohio, our
largest trading partner is Canada, and
some of those goods move across the
water.

In the United States alone, the sys-
tem supports over 128,000 jobs and pro-
duces a total of $18.1 billion in business
revenue annually. Over 42,000 of these
jobs are direct jobs in the iron ore and
steel industry, which Congressman
BENISHEK referenced. The Great Lakes
region produces 90 percent—90 per-
cent—of America’s iron ore, and the
Great Lakes region also manufactures
58 percent of automobiles on the roads
in the United States and Canada. I
think Congressman KELLY Kknows a
whole lot about the automobile indus-
try. So this manufacturing and com-
modity supply chain can only function
through the Great Lakes navigation
system, which needs modernization.

I am more than pleased to yield to
the co-chair of the Great Lakes Task
Force here in the House of Representa-
tives, the very esteemed gentleman
from Pennsylvania’s Third District
(Mr. KELLY) centered at Erie.

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. I thank
the gentlewoman. I often refer to the
gentlewoman not as Representative
KAPTUR, but as “Our Lady of the
Lakes’ because, truly, we share a lot
of the same concerns when it comes to
an absolutely incredible gift from God
that has been given to us. It is in our
stewardship now. It was put in our care
and custody with the idea that we are
going to pass it on to the next genera-
tion in better shape than what we re-
ceived it.

I think when we look at the Great
Lakes, there are so many things you
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can say about the Great Lakes. Often-
times it is hard to sit back and say,
what is it exactly that the Great Lakes
represent?

We have already said it is one-fifth of
the world’s fresh water, not one-fifth of
America’s fresh water, not one-fifth of
the continent’s fresh water, but one-
fifth of the world’s fresh water.

It is 6 quadrillion gallons of fresh
water. I have absolutely no idea what
that figure would look like other than
this: if you were to look at the lower 48
States and you were able to pour the
water from the Great Lakes over the
lower 48 States, it would cover it to a
depth of 914 feet.

So when you put it in that perspec-
tive, all of a sudden it starts to make
sense and you start to focus on it, and
you say this truly is a gift from God.
This is truly a gift that we have to
look after.

Too often it is said, well, you know,
just let things go, because if you let
them go, they will usually work out on
their own.

My goodness, nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth. We have seen the
great damage to the Great Lakes, and
we have also seen that over the years
we all of a sudden have become very
much aware of it.

I would just like to say in the dis-
trict that I represent, Pennsylvania’s
Third District, Erie, Pennsylvania,
Presque Isle was on the list, and it was
one of those things that said this is an
area of concern. So the attention was
turned to what do we have to do to
save Presque Isle.

Now, in 2012 it was the first one of
these properties that was taken off the
list of concern through the efforts of
not only the Erie community, but
through the efforts of Congress, and
also through the efforts of the Great
Lakes Restoration Initiative.

Now, we stand here today, and as I
have said, I have always referred to the
gentlewoman as ‘“‘Our Lady of the
Lakes.” There is nothing more pre-
cious to us than this great amount of
water that we have, potable water. If
we were to turn our backs on it or for
some reason to think that it is not im-
portant or that it is not critical or that
it is not a gift from God that has been
put in our care and custody and is up
to us to protect, then we have fallen
far from where we are as a people and
as a nation.

I would like to read one excerpt. A
friend of mine named Art Grayhead is
an Army veteran, Special Ops guy. He
is also a Native American. To him, the
Great Lakes represent not only a body
of water, but also something precious
and also something that has a much
deeper religious meaning. He gave me a
book called ‘‘The Living Great Lakes.”
It is written by Jerry Dennis. I am
going to read it because I think it is
worded so magnificently by Mr. Den-
nis:

To appreciate the magnitude of the Great
Lakes you must get close to them. Launch a
boat on their waters or hike their beaches or
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climb the dunes, bluffs, and rocky outcrops
that surround them, and you will see, as peo-
ple have seen since the age of the glaciers
that these lakes are pretty darn big. It is no
wonder they are sometimes upgraded to the
“Inland Seas’ and the ‘‘Sweetwater Seas.”
Calling them lakes is like calling the Rock-
ies hills.

So when you see them and concep-
tualize in your head what it is that we
are talking about and what it is that
we are concerned about and what it is
that has been put in our care and cus-
tody, none of us can ever turn away
and say: ‘“This doesn’t fall on our
watch” or ‘“We don’t have to worry
about the Great Lakes.”

We have to worry about the Great
Lakes, we have to guard the Great
Lakes, and we have to pass it on to the
next generation so they, too, can enjoy
all the benefits from it.

We talk about the economic con-
sequences and the environmental con-
sequences. There is nothing in the life
of everyday Americans that is more
important than our Great Lakes.

I would like to thank the gentle-
woman from Ohio. She certainly has
fought this battle for a long, long time.
She has always been a great champion
of the Great Lakes. So many of our
Members who live around the Great
Lakes champion it every day. But it is
not just for us, it is not just for those
States around the Great Lakes. It is
for every single American. I thank the
gentlewoman so much for her concern,
her dedication, and more than any-
thing her passion.

Ms. KAPTUR. I thank Congressman
KELLY so very much. I thank him for
his passion and for participating this
evening and for all the effort he puts
forward on our Great Lakes Task Force
to try to elevate this region of the
country as so vital to our future.
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And when the gentlemen were talk-
ing about Great Lakes and the word
‘“‘lakes,” there are some people who
have said they should have been named
the Great Seas.

I had an experience with school-
children a few years back. I loaded up
a schoolbus with children who came
from a region that wasn’t close to the
lake, and I took them out to Lake Erie.
Their first reaction was actually fear
when they saw how big it was. They
said: Oh, the ocean.

So, it isn’t like a little puddle jump-
er. These lakes are vast. You have de-
scribed them well. Most Americans
have not visited them, so they don’t
have a complete understanding of how
massive these lakes really are. There is
nothing else like them on the face of
the Earth.

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. I can
remember as a child my parents taking
us to Lake Erie for summer vacation. I
had no idea what I was going to see,
but as we got closer to Erie, my dad
said: See, Mike, there it is. There is the
lake. I said: It looks like it is going to
come crashing on us.

Because, you know, as you get closer
to those bodies of water, as the hori-
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zon, the water and the sky meet to-
gether, and as you are approaching it,
it looks like: My goodness, I can’t
imagine anything this big.

In the eyes of a child, I looked at it
and I was completely taken away. I
couldn’t believe it. That has only in-
creased as I have aged and I have
watched that marvelous, marvelous
gift from God that we have and that we
have to protect.

Again, I thank the gentlewoman. It
is always a pleasure being with her on
the floor talking about our Great
Lakes. It is always a pleasure working
with her. The passion she has to pro-
tect our Great Lakes is absolutely in-
credible.

Ms. KAPTUR. The gentleman has the
same passion.

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Yes,
ma’am.

Ms. KAPTUR. This is a moment I am
glad that is actually being broadcast
because we are down here tonight on a
bipartisan basis discussing a vital re-
source that this Nation shares with
Canada. We work well together. Most
of the news is about how Members of
Congress don’t work together, they
don’t do this, and here we are partici-
pating, after hours—we are not re-
quired to be here—and we are talking
about something we believe to be truly
irreplaceable for our country.

I thank the gentleman for his leader-
ship, and I will share this story with
him.

When I was a little girl, I still re-
member the seventh grade when our
grandparents and parents took us to
Erie, Pennsylvania, to Presque Isle. I
remember that. It was such a big deal.
It was a long trip from Toledo, Ohio, to
Erie, Pennsylvania, and I still remem-
ber our relatives there and under-
standing how big that waterway really
is, how we went swimming at Presque
Isle back in those days—the 1950s, I
guess.

So I have always had an affinity for
Erie, Pennsylvania, remembering back
to those early times and what a good
time we had. The people of Erie were so
hospitable.

It is great to have the gentleman as
a leader in the Great Lakes Task Force
and coming down here this evening to
make time for the Great Lakes. I
thank him very much. I thank him for
his concerted leadership and all he has
done to be a champion not just for
Presque Isle, not just for Lake Erie,
but for our entire Great Lakes system.

I yield to gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. KILDEE), the vice chair of the
Great Lakes Task Force, who has come
to Congress with all this energy and in-
telligence and capacity to make a dif-
ference for the country. And then what
was handed him in this last 2 months
was the terrible tragedy in his home-
town of Flint, Michigan, with lead in
the water pipes and the water system
there. So many people in Flint are so
unnecessarily ill and the community is
damaged. All of America wants to help
Flint.
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I thank Congressman XKILDEE soO
much for coming down tonight.

Mr. KILDEE. I thank the gentle-
woman for yielding and for her leader-
ship. Congresswoman KAPTUR has al-
ways been a great ally for me and even
my predecessor, my uncle, on working
to preserve and protect this incredible
natural asset that we have—the Great
Lakes.

Listening to Congresswoman KAPTUR
and Congressman KELLY refer to your
childhood, we all—those of us from the
Great Lakes region—remember and re-
call, from our childhood, our introduc-
tion to the Great Lakes.

The very shape of my home State of
Michigan is defined by the lakes. Lake
Huron is on the east, Lake Michigan is
on the west, a touch of Lake Erie, and,
of course, Lake Superior to the north.
It defines the shape of our State.

As a child, I still remember the first
time experiencing the lakes, and they
did seem as though they were some-
thing that were so big, they was almost
impossible to comprehend. But it was
also something that, as a child, I took
for granted. We all took for granted
that the lakes would always be there,
that they would always be pure, that
they would always be clear and cold—
the way we recalled them as children.

Of course, what we come to know, as
policymakers, is that we can’t be put
in a position to take that for granted.
We have to actively protect that in-
credible gift that has been handed to us
simply as a creation of God. We have
this enormously special stewardship.

Two things I want to point out that
I think are part of the stewardship re-
sponsibility that we have to and for the
Great Lakes. One, of course, is to de-
fend the lakes against any threat that
might manifest now or might manifest
generations from now, whether that is
working to protect the lakes from
invasive species like Asian carp or a
very special obligation that I think we
have right now, working with our
friends across the border on the Cana-
dian side, and that is to protect the
lakes from unnecessary and unwar-
ranted threats.

There has been, in the planning
stages, the possibility of a nuclear
waste storage facility that would be on
the eastern shore of Lake Huron. It
would be six-tenths of a mile from the
shore of that lake. I am pleased to see
that our friends within the new Cana-
dian Government have sort of taken a
pause to reevaluate whether that site
is the best site. Of course, my position
and the position of many Members of
Congress, Democrats and Republicans,
has been that there is a special line
that we must draw when it comes to
protecting the lakes.

We have a chance to ask that—in this
case, the Canadian Government, and
specifically the Ontario Power Genera-
tion—they reconsider the location of a
nuclear waste storage facility so that
now, 100 or 200 years from now, if some
event may occur that would release
some of that material, we would never
put the lakes at risk.
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That is something that we can do. It
is a tangible set of steps that we can
take. But it is just an example of the
special responsibility that I know I
now have as a Member of Congress rep-
resenting the Great Lakes region.

It is not until you are sworn into of-
fice and take an oath to uphold the
Constitution and represent the people
that you live with back home that you
come to understand the magnitude of
that responsibility, especially for
maintaining the lakes.

Of course, the other point that Con-
gresswoman KAPTUR mentioned is that
we also have a special responsibility to
continue to take advantage of the fact
that we have been given this gift, and
we have to use it in a way that is sus-
tainable but also allows us to use the
pure and clear lake water in a way that
protects us.

Of course, the very bad decisions that
were made at the State government
level that led to the crisis in my home-
town of Flint were decisions to move
temporarily away from using lake
water for our drinking water to using
river water in the Flint River as our
primary drinking water source. It is al-
most unimaginable that that would
happen, considering that we are lit-
erally surrounded by the greatest
source, the largest source of surface
freshwater on the planet and that a
community would temporarily use that
drinking water.

It also makes the point that the pro-
tections of our water resources are spe-
cial protections that we have to make
sure are adhered to. This crisis in
Flint, or any other crisis, such as the
issue that I know Congresswoman KAP-
TUR is very familiar with—you may
have already addressed the algal bloom
that you dealt with in the lake that af-
fected drinking water in Toledo and
other places—we have a special respon-
sibility to make sure that we are,
through our Environmental Protection
Agency and State environmental qual-
ity agencies, aggressively defending
the Great Lakes, not just to maintain
their natural beauty, not just to main-
tain them as recreational assets, but to
make sure that, when we use that
water for something as fundamental as
drinking water, we know it will always
be safe and protected.

I want to thank the gentlewoman for
her leadership on the issue of the Great
Lakes and for including me as a part of
this bipartisan effort to make sure that
we always take care of this unique and
special stewardship responsibility to
protect the greatest freshwater source
on the planet.

Ms. KAPTUR. I thank Congressman
KILDEE so very, very much for coming
down. He has his hands full in trying to
repair the damage in Flint. We respect
him so much for the leadership he has
shown there, because that could hap-
pen anywhere. Sadly, it happened in
Flint, Michigan, and he and the delega-
tion and the entire Great Lakes region
have really provided stellar leadership.

We all are here to try and help him
and the citizens of Flint. He is focusing
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national attention on the importance
of water infrastructure and what can
happen when systems age. You have
brought this to the attention of the
American people. We can all learn from
the experience in Flint.

I want to thank my colleagues for
coming to the floor tonight to discuss
the important challenges that still re-
main in the Great Lakes of water infra-
structure improvement, addressing the
harmful algal blooms, making sure
there 1is significant support in the
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative,
stopping the Asian carp from coming
into the Great Lakes, improving our
Great Lakes navigation system, and
making sure that the harbor mainte-
nance trust fund is available for the
Great Lakes.

I yield back the balance of my time.

——
MAJOR OVERHAUL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Florida (Mr.
DESANTIS) for 30 minutes.

Mr. DESANTIS. Mr. Speaker, I don’t
think there is any question that, if you
go anywhere in this country, the Amer-
ican people believe that this town,
Washington, and this institution in
particular need a major overhaul.

The Founding Fathers conceived of a
system in which individual Americans,
individual citizens would stand for
election and they would go up as rep-
resentatives of the people, but they
were no better than the people. They
didn’t live under different rules than
the rest of the people. They were not
part of a ruling class, but, really, part
of a servant culture. That was the idea.

Well, we have come a long way.
Washington, D.C., is really the bane of
the existence for many, many people in
our society. It hinders our economy.
You have people here who engage in
self-dealing. It is not acting consist-
ently with how this system was envi-
sioned.

So there are a lot of things I would
like to do:

I think Congress needs to be forced to
live under all the laws they pass and
enact for other people.

I think you need to get rid of a lot of
the perks that Members of Congress
get, including pensions for Members of
Congress.

But I think if there was one thing
that, I think, really cries out for re-
form, it is that we need to have term
limits for Members of Congress. I don’t
think there is any way you are ever
going to be able to overhaul this cul-
ture unless we do that.

There was a time when people would
get elected and the Founders didn’t
think anyone would want to be here
that long. You would go, you would
serve, then you would go back and live
under the laws that you passed and
continue your pursuits as a citizen.
Well, somewhere along the line, that
really changed. Then people come in,



